[Perforation of the hypopharynx after endotracheal intubation].
A case of perforating injury to the hypopharynx following uneventful intubation is reported. As symptoms are relatively unspecific, perforating trauma of the pharynx, larynx, esophagus or trachea may temporarily remain undetected. Consecutive development of an abscess or mediastinitis can cause a potential vital threat to the patient. Depending on the defect size and the overall situation a conservative or surgical management should be followed. Persistent complaints of neck or thorax pain after endotracheal intubation should always raise suspicion of injury to the upper aerodigestive tract, even after uncomplicated intubation.